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S17: SEND: Neurodiversity and executive function in mainstream schools 

Date Monday 17 March 2025 
Venue Leonardo London Tower Bridge, E1 8GP 
Cost IAPS members - £229 (non-IAPS members - £329) 

A day to study neurodivergent profiles such as autism and ADHD, executive function skills and general 
SENDCO practice within the independent sector. 

Objective This full day course will allow participants to increase their knowledge and 
understanding of how best to support pupils with neurodivergent profiles in school 
by creating neuro-inclusive classrooms. Delegates will explore five high-quality 
teaching principles to enhance executive functions, crucial for all students 
especially those with diverse neurodevelopmental profiles. During the afternoon 
we will explore how to work effectively in partnership with parents, including how 
to manage challenging conversations sensitively and positively. There will also be 
time for professional networking focused on SEND provision, reasonable 
adjustments under the Equality Act, EHCPs and general SENDCO practice within 
the independent school sector. 

Audience SENDCos, Heads of Learning Support, Specialist Teachers 

Course Director Dr Katharine Sharpe, Assistant Head (Pastoral) and Head of Learning Support, 
Caterham Prep School 

Presenter(s) Victoria Bagnall, Managing Director, Connections in Mind 
Dr Katharine Sharpe, Assistant Head (Pastoral) and Head of Learning Support, 
Caterham Prep School 

Katharine is a Chartered Educational Psychologist and experienced teacher who works in a Prep School 
as Assistant Head (Pastoral) and Head of Learning Support. After graduating with a Psychology degree, 
she started her career as a primary teacher before completing post-graduate training to qualify as an 
Educational Psychologist. Katharine spent 15 years working for a large local authority Psychology 
Service before becoming Head of Learning Support at Caterham Prep School. Her Doctoral research at 
UCL examined the impact of mindset on the literacy attainments of Key Stage 3 pupils. Katharine 
maintains a private psychology practice alongside her teaching role. She is the IAPS SEND Subject 
Advisor and sits on the ISC Cross-Association SEND Advisory Group. 
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Victoria is a Cambridge-educated, neurodivergent educator and published author. She co-founded 
Connections in Mind in 2016 to pioneer executive function coaching in the UK. Victoria collaborates with 
schools and organisations worldwide, including Cheltenham Ladies College, UC Berkeley, Ernst and 
Young, and the NHS, to create neuroinclusive environments where all community members can thrive. 
Through her work in schools, she provides teachers with practical tools to support students' executive 
function development whilst applying universal design principles to ensure that every child’s needs are 
met in mainstream classrooms.  

Programme 

Time Activity - Speaker 

0915 Registration 

0945 Executive functions in the classroom and beyond – Victoria Bagnall 

1045 Morning refreshments 

1115 Executive functions: a 5-step pedagogy for high quality neuro-inclusive teaching – Victoria 
Bagnall 

1230 Lunch 

1315 Neurodiversity and SEND:  Working in partnership with parents – Katharine Sharpe 

1430 Afternoon refreshments 

1445 SEND in mainstream independent schools – general update and Q&A – Katharine Sharpe 

1600 Closing remarks 

 premier partners 
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Terms and conditions of cancellation: If a delegate cancels his or her application up to and including 8 weeks prior to the date of the 
course, a full refund will be provided. For bookings cancelled between 8 and 6 weeks, a refund of 75% of the fee will be given. 
Cancellations made between 6 and 4 weeks prior to the event will receive for a 50% refund, and 25% will be refunded up to and 
including 2 weeks prior to the date. Thereafter, IAPS regrets that no refund can be made. We are unable to reimburse you for any 
expenses incurred in advance, such as travel or accommodation costs which are no longer required due to the cancellation of a course, 
it being changed to a remote format, or delegates cancelling due to unforeseen circumstances, e.g. travel disruption. Schools should 
ensure they have the relevant insurance in place to cover these costs. 

IAPS reserves the right to cancel an event at any time for example, but not limited to, if the event is unsustainable to run due to a low 
number of attendees, venue/speaker cancellation, transport issues (e.g. rail strikes). We will do all we can to ensure our courses go 
ahead as planned.  There may also be occasions where courses that were due to take place in person may have to take place online. 

Please ensure you have read and understood our term and conditions before proceeding with your booking. 

Data Protection: At IAPS we are committed to protecting your personal data and we want to make sure we meet GDPR standards. For 
information on how we retain this data, go to our Data Retention Policy and for details of how we access it go to our Privacy Policy. 
We will continue to be in touch with you in line with our updated data policies.  If you have a question about your data, want to update 
your details or have your data removed, contact us at data@iaps.uk. 

Photography: Photographs will be taken at IAPS events and may be used for marketing purposes. 

Insurance:  IAPS regrets that it cannot accept liability for loss or damage however caused to the personal property of any person 
attending this or any other event organised under the auspices of the Association. 

By booking a place on this course/conference, we will use your data to contact you about similar information in the future. You have the 
opportunity to unsubscribe from this now by contacting courses@iaps.uk or at any point subsequently that you do not wish to receive 
these communications by unsubscribing from the specific communication. 
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