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S15 – NACE: How can assessment and feedback promote cognitive 
challenge for all learners? 
 
Date Wednesday 12 March 2025 
Venue Online 
Cost IAPS members - £135 (non-IAPS members - £185) 

 
This session will share the new research by NACE on the role of assessment in developing cognitive 
challenge. It will explore what effective assessment looks like and how it can inform planning and task 
design that encourages thinking. The session will draw upon practical examples from NACE award 
winning schools from all phases. Feedback will be considered in depth regarding effective real-time in-
class feedback and how this can be adapted for attainers to further stretch them in their learning. The 
role of effective questioning will be referenced, again with practical examples of questioning that 
promotes cognitive challenge. Reference will also be made to the importance of developing 
independent learners. Teachers will leave with a deeper understanding of how rethinking assessment 
can lead to developing a ‘teach to the top’ mentality and a classroom culture that challenges all 
learners, including stretching the more able. 
 
Audience Teachers and leaders from all phases, leaders of Teaching and Learning and 

Assessment leaders 
Course Director 
& Presenter 

Dr. Keith Watson, NACE Curriculum Development Director 

 
 
 
Programme 
 
 

Time Activity - Speaker 

0900 Welcome 

0905 Session 1 

What do we learn from research about effective assessment and feedback in developing 
cognitive challenge? 

Case studies from schools with practical examples will be shared 

How can I link effective assessment, feedback and low-stakes testing to create cognitive 
challenge? 

1030 Coffee Break 
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1045 Session 2 

What practical feedback can I give in the classroom to develop cognitive challenge? 

What are the key ingredients in effective feedback? How can I adapt that for higher 
attainers? What does effective questioning look like in effective feedback? 

Practical examples including question stems will be shared 

1150 Reflections and Questions 

1200 Course ends 

 

 premier partners 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Terms and conditions of cancellation: If a delegate cancels his or her application up to and including 8 weeks prior to the date of the 
course, a full refund will be provided. For bookings cancelled between 8 and 6 weeks, a refund of 75% of the fee will be given. 
Cancellations made between 6 and 4 weeks prior to the event will receive for a 50% refund, and 25% will be refunded up to and 
including 2 weeks prior to the date. Thereafter, IAPS regrets that no refund can be made. We are unable to reimburse you for any 
expenses incurred in advance, such as travel or accommodation costs which are no longer required due to the cancellation of a course, 
it being changed to a remote format, or delegates cancelling due to unforeseen circumstances, e.g. travel disruption. Schools should 
ensure they have the relevant insurance in place to cover these costs. 
 
IAPS reserves the right to cancel an event at any time for example, but not limited to, if the event is unsustainable to run due to a low 
number of attendees, venue/speaker cancellation, transport issues (e.g. rail strikes). We will do all we can to ensure our courses go 
ahead as planned.  There may also be occasions where courses that were due to take place in person may have to take place online. 
 
Please ensure you have read and understood our term and conditions before proceeding with your booking. 
 
Data Protection: At IAPS we are committed to protecting your personal data and we want to make sure we meet GDPR standards. For 
information on how we retain this data, go to our Data Retention Policy and for details of how we access it go to our Privacy Policy. 
We will continue to be in touch with you in line with our updated data policies.  If you have a question about your data, want to update 
your details or have your data removed, contact us at data@iaps.uk. 
 
Photography: Photographs will be taken at IAPS events and may be used for marketing purposes.  
 
Insurance:  IAPS regrets that it cannot accept liability for loss or damage however caused to the personal property of any person 
attending this or any other event organised under the auspices of the Association. 
 
By booking a place on this course/conference, we will use your data to contact you about similar information in the future. You have the 
opportunity to unsubscribe from this now by contacting courses@iaps.uk or at any point subsequently that you do not wish to receive 
these communications by unsubscribing from the specific communication.  
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